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Top Ten Beginner Mistakes to Avoid

Not everyone with your last name is a relative. Just because your last i
name is Washlngton doesn t mean you | have a connect1on to Amer1ca S

first pre51dent

Don't trust everythmg you see in prmt Whether you ﬁnd 1t online orin a |

| book conﬁrm any mformatlon you find by going back to the orlgmal

source when poss;bie _
Don't neglect your hvmg relatlves They are the smgle best resource for

family information that can 'tbe found elsewhere.

Don’t doall of your searchmg online. The Internet is an excellent source
of genealoglcal information, but a lot of the pieces to the puzzle of your _
family tree will only be found in libraries, archives, and_other repositories.

_ _'Beware the generic famtly h:story Those mass-produced coats of arms and
family tree scrolls that you see at the mall or receive fliers for in the ma11

won't tell you anythmg about your own famlly tree.

_F amlly legends aren't always fact. While most famlly storres of scandalous

ancestors or famous relatives may have somebasis in fact, they often tend to

be exaggerated with each retellmg Don't take thern as truth, but dont ignore

them, e1ther——research them instead.

Genealogy isn't ]ust name collectlng While itis fulﬁlhng to watch your
famlly tree grow, it is more exciting to learn about the people behind the
names and dates.

Don't expect others to do your work for you Genealoglsts are a very
helpful bunch, but they are more llkely to want to help you ifyou've
obv1ously done your own homework first.

Names do change Familiarize yourself with all the names used by your
ancestors, and don't neglect to search for all alternate spellmgs
Document ever y source you have searched, evenif you fail to find
anythmg helpful Otherwise you'll waste hours re-examining documents
and Web sites that you've already looked at.
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Husband’s name

CHARTS FOR PLOTTING

Bom Place
Chr. Place
Mar. Place
Died Place
Bur, Place
Father Mother
Husband’s other wives
Wife’s name
Bomn Place
Chr. Place
Died Place
Bur.
Father Mother
Wife’s other husbands
Children
1 Sex|Name Spouse
BiChr Place Mar, Place
Died Place Bur Place
2 Sex| Name Spouse
B/Chr Place Mar, Place
Died Place Bur Place
3 Sex |Name Spouse
B/Chr Place Mar. Place
Died Place Bur Place
4 Sex |Name Spouse
B/Chr Place Mar, Place
Died Place Bur Place
5 Sex|Name Spouse
B/Chr Place Mar, Place
Died Place Bur Place
6 Sex| Name Spouse
B/Chr Place Mar, Place
Died Place Bur lage
7 Sex | Name Spouse
BIChr Place Mar., Place
Died Place Bur Place
8 Sex | Name Spouse
B/Chr Place Mar. Place
Died Place Bur Place
Other Marriages

S(myp/e; Forms # 1




Appendix B
Charts for Plotting Your Family Tree

Pedigree Chart

2 | FATHER (of no. 1)
Bomn

Place

Married

Died

Place

YOU
Bom
Place
Married
Place

SPOUSE (of no. 1)

MOTHER (of no. 1)
Bom

Place

| Married

Died

Place

FATHER (of no. 2)
Bom
Place

"| Married

Died
Place B

MOTHER (of no. 2)
Bom
Place

| Marzied

Died
Place

FATHER (of no. 3)
Bom

Place

Married

Died

Place

MOTHER (of no. 3)
Bom
Place

| Married

Died
Place

FATHER (of no. 4)
Born
Place

-| Married

Died
Place

MOTHER (of no. 4)
Bom
Place

°| Married

Died
Place

FATHER (of no. 5)
Bom

Place

Married

Died

Place

11

MOTHER (of no. 5)
Bom
Place

| Married

Died
Place

12

[ FATHER (of no. 6)
Bom
Place

-| Married

Died
Place

15

MOTHER (of no. 6)
Bom

Place

Married

Died

Place

FATHER (of no. 7)
Bom
Place

*| Marzied

Died
Place

MOTHER (of no. 7)
Born

Place

Married

Died

Place
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